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“OUR PRIORITIES: SHARING PROSPERITY” — REGIONAL JOBS 

100. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s Our Priorities plan announced yesterday, which trumpets increasing the number of 
employed people in regional Western Australia by 2023. 

(1) Can the Premier outline what industries he expects to support job growth in the Roe electorate in the wake 
of today’s 17-year record-high unemployment figures? 

(2) Does the Premier have a regional investment plan to support his touted regional job creation? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)–(2) What an odd member to ask that question! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Let me answer, please! Member for Hillarys, you fire off so early all the time! 

The National Party is in a state of fury about the fact that we rescued Cleveland–Cliffs. All these questions on 
notice and FOIs are coming in. We can sense the anger that is seeping through the FOIs about the rescue that we 
put in place for Cliffs—a rescue that was carefully thought through, saved the taxpayers money, and saved around 
600 jobs in the member’s electorate. The member is so wild about the fact that we saved those 600 jobs in his 
electorate. I do not really get why the member for Roe would stand in this place and ask me a question about jobs 
because, when I preserve jobs in his electorate, he opposes me for preserving them! Obviously, iron ore and the 
mining industry is an important part of what we have been doing. Those 600 jobs in the member’s electorate, 
considering he asked me about his electorate, are an important component of what we have done. When I went to 
Esperance, I met people who work on the wharf, and in the mining, transport and rail industries, and they were 
pretty happy about what the government has done. The only person I have detected is unhappy about it is their 
local member of Parliament. 

Obviously, there is a range of industries in the electorate of Roe. Yesterday, I met with some farmers from the 
member’s electorate. We were talking about the fence that we funded to assist the farmers of the electorate of Roe, 
which the last government did not fund. The federal government is not helping us with it. We are obviously funding 
the dog fence, which will help with emu and kangaroo incursion and the like. From memory, we are putting around 
$7 million into that fence that the opposition has not supported. Obviously, we are supporting agriculture in the 
member’s electorate, which his party did not do when it was in office. We have supported a range of other 
initiatives. I personally think that tourism is an important component of the electorate of Roe, which is a beautiful 
part of Western Australia. The Minister for Tourism recently launched the Road Trip State initiative. Having 
driven to Esperance on holidays the Christmas before last, I think that is a great initiative. It encourages people to 
go to the member’s electorate on holidays. 

I note from the tone of the member’s question that he thinks everything needs to be funded by taxpayers. He asked 
why taxpayers do not put in more money. We have retained the royalties for regions program and we are spending 
it wisely across the regions but, obviously, we want to create private sector jobs as well. I know that is foreign to 
the member. 
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